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he himself put it.   He led his followers to vote against the
Government and turned it out.
§ 292. gladstone completes peel's work.—This let in
the Protectionist Tories under Derby and Disraeli; but they
found themselves in a very difficult position. For the question
at once arose : Were they going to impose the Corn Laws again ?
The landed interest, who formed the backbone of their party,
naturally expected them to do so, else why had they quarrelled
with Peel ? But the repeal of these laws was already producing
such beneficial results that there would have been a fearful
outcry at any attempt to reimpose them. Disraeli tried a sort
of half-and-half policy in his budget which satisfied nobody,
and the Conservatives were driven out of office within three
months.
Then it was the Whigs' turn to find themselves in a quandary ;
for neither of their leading men (Russell and Palmerston) would
serve under the other, yet neither could form a Ministry without
the other. At last it was arranged that they should form a
coalition with the Peelite Conservatives. One of the latter group,
Lord Aberdeen, was to be Prime Minister, and another, W. E.
Gladstone (1809-98), became Chancellor of the Exchequer;
while Russell and Palmerston took charge of Foreign and Home
departments respectively.
Gladstone had served an apprenticeship to Free Trade finance
when acting as President of the Board of Trade under Peel;
and he now had an opportunity to complete his master's work.
His passion for economy and efficiency, his clear-headed mastery
of facts and figures, and his tremendous powers of concentrated
mental effort made him an ideal Chancellor of the Exchequer.
The freeing of foreign trade, begun by Peel ten years before,
was making Britain the workshop of the world, and Gladstone
carried the process a long step further by abolishing the duties
on over a hundred articles and reducing them on over a hundred
more. To compensate for the temporary loss of revenue, he had
to continue Peel's expedient of renewing the Income Tax ; but

